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Science Policy —
as uncertain as 
Schrödinger's Cat

• Pending legislation = simultaneously "dead 
and alive"

 Contingency planning

 "Superposition" of funding

• How can we create certainty in an uncertain 
science policy ecosystem?
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Policy Analysis and Planning 
for Future NIST Duties

• Analyzed U.S. ICA, the Innovation and 
Competitiveness Act

 Bill passed the Senate

 Mentioned Manufacturing USA 46 times

4
Photo Credit: Schoolhouse Rock



Science Communication to 
Feature Technical Experts
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• Wrote article for NIST Connections

 NIST's internal publication

 Shares resources with NIST workforce

• Fellows volunteer expertise to join 

government

 American Association for the 
Advancement of Science (AAAS)

 American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers (ASME)
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Outreach Strategies 
to Engage Students 
in Manufacturing

• Partnered with AIP for 
Manufacturing Day activity

 Psi* Program

 Interactive games can reach 
students interested in 
science

 Get students excited about 
manufacturing
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What I Learned

Analysis ➔ Preparation

Communication between 
scientists and non-
scientists is crucial 

(especially in politics!)

Outreach builds support 
for the next generation

Manufacturing = 
important to economy 

and innovation
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